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METRO’s Decarbonization Plan for Its Direct Emissions 
Buildings 

*	 The measures listed in our decarbonization plan are indicative and will be implemented where applicable. 
1	 Pharmacies are part of our Scope 3 emissions.

METRO’s real estate portfolio includes a network of food stores1 and distribution and production centres. 
Our main emissions come from our refrigeration systems and the natural gas and electricity used for heating, 
lighting and usage of technologies.

GHG reduction measures
Refrigerant

Use natural refrigerant gases such as  
CO2 and ammonia for new buildings

Convert existing refrigeration systems 
to lower global warming potential 
(GWP) refrigerants and CO2

Refurbish aging equipment to 
increase efficiency and reduce leaks

Reduce and monitor leaks, notably 
through proactive maintenance
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Natural gas

Purchase renewable natural gas (RNG)

Construct fully electric stores as part of 
METRO’s new construction standard 
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Electricity

Purchase renewable energy certificates 
(RECs/VPPA)

Implement electricity efficiency 
measures
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Vehicles 
METRO’s vehicle fleet consists of tractors, 
reefer trailers, shunters, delivery trucks, straight 
trucks and company cars. Our main emissions 
come from fuel consumption.

GHG reduction measures
Fuel

Electrify vehicles 

Optimize routes

Test new technologies
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S U P P L I E R

FLAG EMISSIONS NON-FLAG EMISSIONS 

METRO’s Decarbonization Plan for Its Supply Chain Emissions 
FLAG emissions 
FLAG stands for forest, land and agriculture. These emissions result from 
natural processes, land management practices and land-use changes.
The products we purchase with the highest FLAG emissions are mainly 
meat and dairy products.

GHG reduction measures
	• Participate in industry-led groups and engage with suppliers on 

favouring sustainable agricultural practices

	• Promote plant-based and low-carbon-emitting food products

	• Reduce food loss and waste in the supply chain

Non-FLAG emissions 
Non-FLAG emissions result from human activities such as energy 
consumption (electricity and heating), industrial processes 
(manufacturing and production) and transportation (logistics and delivery). 

GHG reduction measures
	• Engage with our suppliers to encourage the adoption of 

science‑based targets and the reduction of their GHG emissions

	• Increase collaboration with specific suppliers on data sharing


